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The kitchen requires an assortment of lockers and cupboards for
enclosing food, tableware, laundry and cleaning utensils, etc. and the use
of aluminium alloys for these would seem obviously desirable.
Construction may be of sheet aluminium of requisite stiffness pressed
and stretched to the required contours with stiffening ribs incorporated ;
an alternative is to use a sandwich board made up of a core of material
acting as a base, such as plywood or cork, faced on both sides with
aluminium alloy. In the past, the former method has been more generally
employed, but of late the production of sandwich boards with an interior
base, allowing easier shaping, has given impetus to the use of the latter
method.
The application of aluminium alloys to refrigerators appears to offer
prospects of success, for here the insulation properties of the material may
be utilized. Suitable alloys resist corrosion by most of the refrigerants.
Aluminium covering to table tops has been used for some years and
an extension of application is to use the metal as the principal constituent.
The surface may be easily kept clean and shows no staining ; its appear-
ance is pleasing and the lighter weight is an asset.
Wall and ceiling panelling to kitchens may be treated very successfully
by facing with aluminium alloys. Their use for such features as mouldings
and junction strips, has long been appreciated.
Many kitchen fittings and utensils such as door furniture, lampshades,
and pots and pans are too well known further to discuss.
BATHROOMS
In the bathroom, the application of aluminium alloys to the walls and
ceiling appears to have possibilities. This is encouraged by the variety
of finishes available and to the ease with which the surfaces may be cleaned.
With the improved insulation and ventilation proposed for houses, less
condensation should occur; in any case condensation on the surface of
aluminium is less than on many other types of wall covering commonly
used for bathroom walls.
Baths in aluminium alloys were used experimentally in pre-war days,
and although the cost then prohibited any serious attempt to interest the
public, this factor operates less to-day and aluminium alloy baths are
likely to be used to a great extent. Bathroom wash basins, lockers and
fittings, as to the kitchen, may be considered as quite suitable for the
application of aluminium alloys.
SHOWER BATH CUBICLES AND SWIMMING BATH FITTINGS
It has been found that the employment of altiminium alloys for the facing
of shower bath cubicles, enabling easy cleaning and tidying, is very success-